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Appendix 9: Policy Example 

 

The DREAM Act 

The Development, Relief and Education of Alien Minors Act is the full name of the 
DREAM Act. It is a piece of federal legislation that was proposed in 2001 and has 

received support (to different degrees) from both the Democratic and Republican 
parties. Unlike large-scale immigration reform that seeks to find a way to deal with 
the nation’s 12 million undocumented immigrants, the DREAM Act focuses only on 

a vulnerable subgroup who did not make the choice to come to the United States, but 
were brought here by families. The focus on youth, who are perceived as innocent 

victims, as opposed to adults who “broke the law,” makes the act less problematic 
and therefore more likely to see success. 

 
The DREAM Act provides a path toward citizenship for undocumented minors who 

were brought to the United States at the age of fifteen or younger and have been in 
the country for a minimum for five years. It states that students who graduate from 
high school or earn a general equivalency diploma (GED), complete two years of 

college or military service, and are found to be of good moral character, with no 
criminal record, will eventually be able to legalize their status. Once the legislation 

passes, adolescents and young adults who are thirty-five years old or younger (this 
age limit may change) that fit the above criteria will have six years of conditional 

LPR status. If they meet all the requirements at the completion of the six years they 
can apply to become LPRs. Then, following five more years they can also apply for 
U.S. citizenship. Many undocumented youth are counting on this bill as their only 

hope to fully become a part of the United States. If it is enacted it would positively 
impact approximately 1 million young people nationwide. 

 

(p. 184-188, Immigration: The Ultimate Teen Guide) 
 


